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"Father I" said a shrewd and 
honest lad, " which of these two men 
do you like best ; — a man that goes to a 
place of worship every Sunday, reads 
his bible daily, always says his prayers, 
is very fond of singing hymns, talks a 
great deal about Jesus Christ, and says 
he is quite sure he shall get into heaven, 
but who will tell a lie whenever it serves 
his purpose, will cheat when he has 
an opportunity, backbites his kindest 
friends, always has something spiteful 
to say of every body, and is such a 
mean, shabby sort of fellow, that you 
would never think of trusting him in 
any matter of business or friendship ? — 
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Or — a man who seldom goes to a church 
or chapel, is not seen to pray or rend 
his bible, never sung a hymn in his 
whole life, does not seem to think much 
about what preachers make so much of, 
has nothing to say to you about religion, 
but whose word you can always take, 
who is always ready to do a kindness 
for you, whom you would trust with 
uncounted gold, and who despises the 
shabbiness of the man who pretends 
to be so very good, and in reality is so 
very bad ? " 

We are not quite sure what answer 
the father gave to this question. But 
we can explain the occasion of the in- 
quiry. The father was a really Chris- 
tian man. He had been injured by 
some persons whose character the boy 
first described; and among his stanchest 
friends was one man answering to the 
latter description. Now this boy was 

not religious : but he had never told a 
2 
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lie, he had a most generous disposition, 
he was active, and industrious, and duti- 
ful to his parents ; and his godly father 
saw with pain, that the unprincipled 
conduct of persons professing religion, 
was alienating the mind of the lad from 
Christian people, and turning away his 
attention from Christian ordinances. 
We say that we are not quite sure 
what answer the father gave to the 
question of the boy, but we do not 
hesitate to say, that we prefer the cha- 
racter the lad described last. The lying 
and mean religious professor is a whited 
sepulchre — a platter, clean outside and 
filthy [within — with the image and 
superscription of good money, he is 
nothing better than a piece of counter- 
feit coin — he is a man wearing a mask 
— he is a man-lie. The honest man 
without any religious profession is 
what he seems to be ; there is something 

good within him ; he is not so injurious 

B 2 ^ 
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to i^ciety as the other; his character is 
not so hateful in the eye of God, and 
we have more hope of diat man becom- 
ing right, than we have of the other. 
But above this man we prefer another, 
such a man as this : — A man who unites 
the moral qualities of the individual 
whom the boy described as not religious, 
with the religious observances of the man 
that the lad said was not honest ; a man 
who both attends a place of worship and 
is diUgent in his daily business ; who 
both reads the bible and scorns a lie ; who 
prays to God, and also shows kindness 
to his fellow man ; who can sing hymns, 
and talk about Jesus Christ, and speak 
of going to heaven, when such things 
are suitable ; and who is a man to be 
relied upon for whatever is true, honest, 
and of good report. We greatly prefer 
such a man. 

The lad we have introduced to the 
reader was in danger of the following 

4 



YOUTHFUL CHMSTIANITT. 

mistake — the error of supposing that 
religion consists in bible-readings pray- 
ings attending religious services, and 
such like ; while truth, honesty, and 
uprightness are quite distinct &om re- 
ligion. We fear that many young per- 
sons are like this lad. We know that 
such a mistake is a very serious one, and 
to guard some young people against it, 
and to deliver other young people from 
it, the first chapter of this little book 
shall be upon tJie nature of personal 
Christianity, 



CHAPTER I. 

THE NATUEE OF PEBSONAL CHKISTIANITT. 

Does the reader inquire why we 
speak of personal Christianity^ and not 
personal religion or personal piety ? We 
will explain. Beliffion is belief in God; 
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and it is a state of spirit and a course 
of conduct consistent with that belief. 
But there are false gods ; and people 
are called religious who believe in these 
false gods. Hence, men speak of dif- 
ferent religions. Hindooism is religion. 
Mahommedanism is religion. Bud- 
dhism is religion. And because the 
word ^^ religion*'^ represents both what is 
true and what is false — there being false 
and true religions — we prefer a word 
that shall more definitely express our 
meaning. The word ^^ piety ^^ expresses 
worship and the state of heart which 
leads to worship. But religion em- 
braces more than acts of devotion ; and 
piety is used to represent the worship 
of false gods ; so that "piety" is a word 
too limited in its signification, and too 
indiscriminately applied to serve our 
purpose here. The word " Christi- 
anity " includes both religion and piety ^ 
and represents that religion and piety 
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which are alone acceptable to God, and 
of avail to man. He who is a true 
Christian, is both pious and religious, 
and he who is not a Christian, has 
neither real religion nor genuine piety. 
What then is personal Christianity ? 

Personal Christianity, or Christian- 
ity within a man^ is the knowledge of 
God, the love of God, the worship and 
service of God, as taught by Jesus 
Christ. Let us look into this. 

1. There appears to be in every man 
an impression that there is a God or 
gods ; some divine being or beings 
whom he ought to worship and obey. 

There have been, and there are 
now, individuals and cliques of per- 
sons who say, " There is no God." 
But these are very few ; and with- 
out taking God's work of judgment 
into our own hands, we may fairly say, 
that all such persons have some selfish 
and evil reason for their unbelief; and 
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they are guided far more by bad feel- 
ings than by reason and conscience. 
Nations without gods are unknown. 
Millions of men worship as gods what 
Christians regard as no gods^ and what 
are indeed idols; but all men have some 
god. Thus when the apostle Paul, in his 
epistle to the Romans, (the 1st chapter) 
describes the dreadful state of mankind, 
he does not complain that the people 
had no God^ but he condemns them for 
not worshipping the true God. The 
sermon which Paul preached to the 
Athenians would be adapted to hun- 
dreds of millions of men now. Hear it I 
** Whom, therefore, ye ignorantly wor- 
ship, him declare I imto you. God that 
made the world and all things therein, 
seeing that he is Lord of heaven and 
earth, dwelleth not in temples made 
with hands ; neither is worshipped with 
men's hands as though he needed any- 
thing, seeing he giveth to all^ life and 

8 
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breaths and all things ; and hath made 
of one bloody all nations of men^ for to 
dwell on all the face of the earth ; and 
hath determined the times before ap- 
pointfcd, and the bounds of their habita- 
tion. That they should seek the Lord^ 
if haply they might feel after him and 
find hitn^ though he be not far from 
every one of us : for in Him^ we Kve 

and move and have our being 

Forasmuch then as we are the offspring 
of God, we ought not to think that the 
Godhead is like xmto gold, or silver, 
or stone, graven by art and man's de- 
vice."i 

And this impression, that there is a 
God, leads men to do what they think 
will please God, and to avoid what they 
believe will offend Him. Eknce, all 
nations have religious rites and cere- 
monies, also ministers of religion and 
sacred places. 

1 Acts xyU. 23—29. 
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2. Every man has some sense of right 
and wrong. With reference to his own 
actions and the actions of others, there 
is a voice within him that says about 
one kind of action, "this is good;" 
and there is a voice which testifies 
about another class of actions, "that 
is bad." So that every man is often 
saying about himself, "I am doing 
right," and " I am doing wrong." And 
every man often says to himself about 
others, "they are doing right," and 
"they are doing wrong." This voice 
is not always right in its testimony, 
and it is stronger in some persons than 
in others, and in any one person is not 
always equally strong. But in every 
man there is some amount of this 
knowledge of good and evil. God tells 
us this, "For when the Gentiles, 
which have not the law, do by nature 
the things contained in the law ; these 
having not the law, are a law unto 

10 
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themselves ; which show the work of the 
law written in their hearts, their con- 
science also bearing witness, and their 
thoughts the meanwhile accusing or else 
excusing one another. "^ 

3. The conviction that there is a 
God, and the knowledge of right and 
wrong, are, within the nature of men, 
the foundation of personal religion and 
piety. If mankind had no conviction 
of the existence of a God, and no sense 
of right and wrong ; religion and piety 
would be impossible to them. Words 
of religious truth, addressed to such a 
nature, would find no ear to hear ; and 
words of righteousness would meet with 
no faculties and susceptibilities by which 
they could be comprehended and ap- 
preciated. But in the knowledge of a 
God, and in the discernment of good 
and evil, man shows himself possessed 
of faculties which make religion and 

1 Romans ii. 14, 15. 
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piety pofieible to him. These are fa- 
eulties which distinguish mankind from 
the other creatures living on this earth* 
While other endowments elevate men 
above the irrational creation, these 
most loudly say, " There is a spirit in 
man, and the inspu-ation of the Almighty 
giveth them understanding."^ 

4. The knowledge of God by men, 
and their sense of right and wrong, are 
(except as men are specially taught by 
God) most defective and erroneous. 
Men have " changed the glory of the 
incorruptible God into an image made 
like to corruptible man, and to birds, 
and four-footed beasts, and creeping 
things;" they have "changed the truth 
of God into a lie, and worshipped and 
served the creature more than the 
Creator, who is blessed for ever. 
Amen." 2 In like manner, men call 
evil good, and good evil; put dark- 



1 Job xxxil. 8. 
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ness for light, and light for darkness ; 
put bitter for sweet, and sweet for 
bitter, ** God looked down from heaven 
upon the children of men, to see if 
there were any that did understand 
and seek God. Every one of them is 
gone back, they are altogether become 
filthy, there is none that doeth good, no 
not one."^ 

5. God in his great mercy sent 
Jesus Christ into the world to give 
back to men the knowledge of Him- 
self, and to restore men to His service. 
Hence, Jesus Christ said of himself, 
" The Son of man is come to seek and 
save that which is losV^ And the apo- 
stle Paul said of Christ, "Jesus Christ 
came into the "s^orldito save sinners J' ^ A 
real Christian is like a lost piece of 
silver found; like a wandering sheep led 
back to the fold ; like a prodigal son re- 

» Psalm xiv. 2, 3. Psalm liii. 2, 3. « Luke xix. 10. 

« 1 KmothT L 15. 
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stored to his father and to his father's 
home. And now we are prepared to 
see what personal Christianity really 
is. We will examine it in three aspects. 

1. As it appears to the man himself. 

2. As it appears to God. 3. As it 
appears to other men. 

1. What does a Christian feel within 
himself? It sometimes happens that 
God's Holy Spirit works on the spirit 
of a child very early — before parents 
and teachers can get access to the mind. 
In this case the individual knows and 
loves and trusts God — lives and acts as 
a child of God from the earliest period 
of his conscious spiritual existence. In 
other cases people are what is called 
*^ converted."*^ They begin life treading 
an evil way, and they are turned out of 
that way into the right way. They are 
like a man whose duty calls him from 
Birmingham to London, taking the 
road from Birmingham to Liverpool 

14 
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instead of to London ; and being met 
on the road to Liverpool is turned by 
some friend acquainted with his error 
into the right way. But the first case 
mentioned is like a traveller who has 
some kind friend to go with him and 
see that he starts in the right road. 
And there is just this difference among 
Christians. Some Christians have been 
put into the right way from the begin- 
ning ; and other Christians have gone 
on in an evil way and been led out of 
it. But in both cases the persons are 
moving in one direction. 

The word by which personal Chris- 
tianity is most frequently described in 
scripture is the word " life^^ A real 
Christian is there said to have " /e/e" — 
in some special sense to live, Now this 
life involves such perceptions and feel- 
ings as these : — The Christian discerns 
what is wrong — is sorry for it — and is 
alive to the mischief and danger of sin. 

15 
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When the bible speaks of the Chris- 
tian as " dead to sin," the meaning is, 
dead to the love and practice of sin. He 
also sees what is right — glories in it and 
is alive toward all the beauty and bless- 
edness of holiness. He is alive toward 
God. He sees God with his understand- 
ing. He hears God's voice by faith. 
He loves God, and trusts God, and obeys 
God. He is alive toward the eternal 
future. He has within him the evidence 
of an invisible world, and lives under 
the powers of the world to come. Be- 
fore conversion he was alive to the love 
and practice of sin, and dead to the 
love and service of God. After con- 
version he is dead to the love and 
practice of sin, and alive to the love 
and service of God. So that a Chris- 
tian, unless sanctified by the Holy 
Ghost very early in life, is able to con- 
trast what he is with what he was. If 
asked to tell his history, he will say — I 

16 
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was ignorant, I have knowledge; I 
was careless, I am now thoughtflil ; I 
was without faith in God, I now be- 
lieve. And whether able to form this 
contrast or not; — the man feels himself 
to be alive — to be alive in a sense in 
which no man lives except those who 
have been taught of God as he. Thus 
he sees that to which others are blind — 
hears that to which others are deaf — 
speaks when others arc dumb-^puts his 
hands to that in which others are help- 
less ; and moves in patlis in which such 
only as himself are seen. 

2. And what does God see in the 
man toho is a Christian 9 God sees 
an image of himself in the mind of the 
Christian upon which the man loves to 
look. And there are ideas of God fre- 
quently present to a Christian's mind, 
which are to his spirit as bread to the 
human body, and as water to the thirsty 

desert-traveller. It is said of the wicked, 

c \1 
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**GU)d IS not in all his thoughts."^ But 
in the mind of the Christian man^ God 
sees himself. God speaks to the man, and 
God sees that the man hears and believes. 
God has invited the man's confidence 
and love, and God sees that the man's 
heart relies on the Divine mercy. In 
one word, the Christian is before God 
as a child — as a son or daughter of the 
Lord God Almighty. What appeared to 
the father in Christ's parable of the pro- 
digal son, is manifest to God in the cha- 
racter and position of the true Christian. 
The lost child is found — the dead son 
is alive again. Or — ^not to speak in 
parables — God sees one who was far 
from him and without him in the 
world, loving him as a child, trusting 
him as a child, and obeying him as a 
child. *'When the fulness of the time 
wag come, God sent forth his Son, 
made of a woman, made under the law, 

1 Psalm X. 4. 
18 
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to redeem them that were under the 
law, that we might receive the adop- 
tion of sons. And because ye are sons, 
God hath sent forth the Spirit of his 
Shinto your hearts, crying Abba, 
Father. Wherefore thou art no more 
a servant but a son ; and if a son, then 
an heir of God through Christ."^ 

3. And what do felloio creatures see f 
As men observe the Christian he ap- 
pears to be living and moving under 
the power of things imseen. The in- 
fluences which guide and control the 
ungodly are generally to be detected. 
They are moved by fear of man — by 
regard to the favour of man — ^by dread of 
some temporal evil — by desire for some 
temporal good. But in the Christian 
there is a fear which man cannot ex- 
cite, and desires which find no object 
among earthly things. The fear of God 



1 OalAtians iv. 4-7. 
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supplants the dread of man — the faTOur 
of God over-rules the favour of man — 
and objects that are unseen and eternal 
eclipse the things that are seen and 
temporal. So that it is impossible to 
account for the style and character of a 
Christian's actions by the influences 
which carnally and visibly bear upon 
him. The wind explains the movement 
of the weathercock — but there is a 
hidden spring which governs the hands 
of the time-piece. The position of the 
sun explains the shade on the sun-dial 
— but an invisible influence attracts the 
magnet in the direction of the pole. 
And the Christian does not move in 
the course of this world, he is acted 
upon by impulses supplied him from 
above. So that a person carefully 
watching a Christian's conduct, and be- 
ing himself ignorant of true religion, 
and adopting the principles and maxims 
of the unchristian, would often exclaim 

20 
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with reference to the actions of the 
Christian — ^* unaccountable.^^ 

But why, it may be asked, should 
this be called " Christianity " ? We re- 
ply. Because the man we have described 
is what he is, BY Christ. He has taken 
his opinions from Christ. His feelings 
are controlled by Christ. His character 
is formed by Christ. His actions are 
governed by Christ. The Christian 
owes all his religion and piety to Christ. 
He knows God; Christ has revealed 
God to him. He loves and trusts God ; 
Christ has taught him this godly con- 
fidence. The Christian tells God all that 
is in his heart; Christ has given him 
this access to God. So that the man 
is godly by Christ Jesus. And having 
received his opinions from Christ — 
having been in mind and in heart, in 
conscience and in will, taught by Jesus 
Christ — ^he has the spirit of Christ. In 
thought and sympathy he is often with 
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Christ ; and were there no other means 
by which Christ is imparted to him ; it 
is clear that even by intercourse he be- 
comes like Christ, — according to the 
proverb: " Tell me who thy companions 
are, and I will tell thee what thou art^ 

** An eastern sage, wandering through myrtle bowers 

One sunny day, 
Pick'd up amongst the perfumed flowers 

A lump of clay. 

He ask^d, *' What flower art thou 1 what canst thou be 

With scent so rare 1 
Full of perfume, thou seem*st to me 

As flow'ret fair.** 

It said, '* No scented flower am I, 

With perfume fraught ; 
But being with roses living by, 

JTieir scent Vve caught** 

As diflferent as clay from roses is a 
man from Christ, who has never 
learned of Christ; but so soon as a 
man learns of Christ, he possesses and 
he manifests the spirit of Christ, just 
as clay near roses, according to the lines 
quoted, imbibes their fragrance. 

A real Christian then is a man whose 

22 
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thoughts and feelings, whose modves 
and actions, whose character and con-- 
duct are in accordance with Christ's 
will. We call him " Christum^ because 
as a bird is of the air, and as a fish is 
of the sea, and as a beast is of the 
field, so the disciple of Christ is of 
Christ. He may be called "pww^," 
because he has the disposition to 
worship God, and he does worship 
Grod. We call him " religiousy^ because 
he is bound to God by worship and by 
affection, and lives in union with God. 
Rather because he is B£-bound to Go4 
by Christ's coming to seek and to save 
him. We call him ^^godlyP because 
this man's character is of God — " We 
are God's workmanship, created anew 
by Christ Jesus," ^ He is called a 
^^heliefierr And how proper th^ 
name I He does believe in the true 
God, and in Jesus Christ whom God 

1 EpbeflianB ii. 10. 
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hath sent. Of what avail would 
Christ's speaking be, if the man did 
not believe his word? Of what use 
would be Christ's mediation between 
God and man, if the man did not 
trust Christ with his soul's safety and 
life? Because the man does receive 
Christ's word as truth, and puts his 
whole confidence in Christ's power and 
love, he id called a " believer.^ And it 
is especially appropriate to say of him, 
that he is a saved man — a redeemed 
man — and to ascribe that redemption 
to Christ Jesus. The man had in 
common with all men, a conviction that 
there is a God, and he had some sense 
of right and of wrong. But he needed 
a special revelation to make the true 
God known to him, and he needed an 
intense excitement to draw his heart to 
that revelation. Kow, Jesus Christ is 
"God manifest in the flesh." ^ And 
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** herein is love, not that we loved God, 
but that he loved us, and sent his Son 
the propitiation for our sins." ^ In Jesus 
Christ, therefore, we have that mani- 
festation of God which man needs; 
and through Jesus Christ we have that 
attraction from God which is strong 
enough to stir the depths of man's 
heart. But for Christ, the man would 
not have known God, and would 
therefore neither be truly religious 
nor intelligently pious. Christ saves 
him from his ignorance, and de- 
livers him from his hardness of 
heart, and now his religion and piety 
are " Christianity^^ — they consist in 
such ideas of God, in such worship of 
God, and in such service of God, as 
Jesus Christ prescribes. This is 
personal Christianity. 

We must not forget, however, to 
state that this character within a man 

UJohniv.lO. 
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Is inseparably connected with the 
possession of certain other blessings. 
The sins of such a man are all forgiven 
by God. He is also received by God 
as a child^ and has heaven in prospect 
as his eternal home. Not that the 
character and conduct we have de- 
scribed merit vmd procure these blessings. 
Pardon of sin and divine favour are 
given freely through Jesus Christ. And 
a Christian is indebted to Christ for 
his inward spiritual life^ as really as for 
pardon. He was in the position of a 
man, who by crime has lost his charac- 
ter, and injured both body and soul, and 
who is imprisoned for some offence 
against the laws of his country. He 
is. in the position of such a man when 
pardoned and set free by his sovereign, 
and placed under medical treatment 
and moral training, that thereby he may 
become a healthy and a better man. A 
Christian is a man forgiven by God for 

26 
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Christ's sake, and renewed hj God 
through Christ into His own image. 

The reader will perceive that we 
have laid great stress on what is within 
a real Christian. And if the reader 
will favour the author by searching the 
New Testament in order to see if this 
stress is justifiable, he will meet the 
following phrases used there to describe 
a Christian. "God's seed remaineth 
IN HIM : "1 " Faith in thee : "« " Truth 
inthee:"^ " Spirit of Christ in THEM :"* 
** Power thatworketh in us:"^ "He 
abideth in us : "^ " God dwelleth in 
us : ^ " Jesus Christ is in you."® Hence 
we confirm what we have tried to 
teach by this chapter, that personal 
Christianity is not a form of religion 
put upon a man, but divine life within 
him, showing itself in the whole charac- 
ter and conduct. 

» 1 John Ul. 9. « 2 Timothy 1-5. » 3 John 3. « 1 Peter i. 11. 
* EpbesianB iU. 20. • 1 John iiL 24 ; Mv. 12. • 2 Cor. zili. 5. 
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CHAPTER II. 

WHAT IS TOUTHFUI, CHBI8TIANITY .^ 

By youthful Christianity we mean 
not personal Christianity in its own 
early life, but Christianity in the early 
life of a man, — Christianity within a 
youth. In the epistles of the apostles 
Paul and John we read of "babes," 
"young men," and "fathers" in Christ.^ 
These words do not describe the ages 
of persons, but they express the progress 
which persons have made in Chris- 
tianity. An old man may be a babe 
in Christ, and a young man may be a 
father in Christ. Here, by " youthful 
Christianity," we mean Christianity 
loithin and upon a youth. And what is 
there to mark and distinguish a Chris- 
tian youth? 

1. He is distinguished from other 
youths — ^from youths not Christian. 

> Hebrews v. 13. 1 Jo^n ii. 12—14. 
28 



YOUTHFUL CHRISTIAKITY. 

From many such youths he may be 
distiDguished by very broad and palpa- 
ble features. There are young persons 
who are idle, false, dishonest, intempe- 
rate, revengeful, impure, licentious, 
dissolute, and even reprobate. The 
Christian youth is diligent, true, up- 
right, sober, kind, chaste, and pure, 
and therefore stands out from the 
immoral and depraved. But there are 
many honest, honourable, generous, 
and amiable young persons who have 
no pretensions to Christianity. Indeed 
sometimes we see a sense of honour 
and of uprightness in persons who 
make no pretence to religion, that 
should make many professors of re- 
ligion blush. In a work upon ancient 
Nineveh, by one who has most diligently 
searched the ruins of that remarkable 
city, we meet with the following ac- 
count of a Turk, of whom the author 
of that book had personal knowledge. 
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" I was much grieved at the sudden 

death of Tahyar, for he was a man of 

gentle and kmdly manners, just and 

considerate in his government, and of 

considerable information and learning 

for a Turk. I felt a kind of affection 

for him. The cause of his death showed 

his integrity. His troops had plundered 

a friendly tribe, falsely represented to 

him as rebellious by his principal 

officers, who were anxious for the 

opportunity of enriching themselves 

with the spoil. When he learnt the 

particulars of the affair, and that the 

tribe, so far from being hostile, were 

peaceably pasturing their flocks on the 

banks of the Khabour, — *You have 

destroyed my house,' said he, (that is, 

ITS honour) and without speaking 

again, died of a broken heart. 

He was buried in the court-yard of the 

principal mosque at Maidin. A simple 

but elegant tomb, surrounded by flow- 
so 
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ers and ever-greens, was raised over his 
remains ; and an Arabic inscription re- 
cords the virtues, and probable reward^ 
of one of the most honest and amiable 
men that it has been my lot^ in a life 
of some experience, amongst men of 
various kinds, to meet." A 

It would be sinful for us to deny 
that many honourable persons, like 
Tahyar live who make no pretensions to 
Christianity. And here we must make 
an admission demanded by truth, but 
to which we submit with no small pain. 
It is this — that there may be a strong 
and loud profession of Christianity 
without the possession of any of those 
useful and admirable qualities we have 
named. Indeed, we know persons bear- 
ing the Christian name, whose charac- 
ters are worthless and injurious, corrupt 
and vile. But, let it be remembered, 
that holding religious opinions is not 

> Layard's Ninereh, toL ii. p. 2. 
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real religion— that the belief which re- 
sults not in good works is not religion 
— that abstaining from work on Sunday 
and attending divine worship is not 
religion. A multitude of such things 
may exist without religion. There 
are, doubtless, teachers in Sunday 
schools without religion; and as this 
book is written chiefly for the elder 
children in such schools, the author is 
concerned to caution his readers against 
the error of supposing that all persons 
who come and teach in sabbath schools 
are pious. "By their fruits," said Jesus 
Christ, "ye shall know them."^ If 
sabbath school teachers are seen habit- 
ually to act and behave irreligiously, 
let the reader account such, — tares 
among the wheat — goats among the sheep 
— wolves in sheep's clothing. And let 
him not suppose that gaudy and extra- 
vagant dress, giddiness, levity, ill-tem- 

> Matthew yii. 20. 
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per, and such like, are not sins, because 
his teachers have fallen into these evils; 
but let him beware, lest he also should 
have a form of godliness without the 
power, and at last hear Christ say, "I 
never knew you; depart from me ye 
that work iniquity."^ Another cau- 
tion we must administer. Let not the 
reader conclude that no persons can be 
really Christian unless free from all 
faults and defects. The bible histories 
of those good men whom God puts 
before us as examples, contain records 
of the failings of these men. We do 
not mention this as any excuse for sin, 
but merely to show that persons may 
be Christians although there are visible 
in their characters not a few faults. 
Jesus Christ had frequently to reprove 
Peter, and Peter denied Christ; yet 
Peter was a true disciple. The differ- 
ence between a sham Christian and a 

i Matthew vii. 23. 
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real Christian is this : — a real Christian 
is not in the habit of doing wrong — ^the 
mere professor does evil continually ; 
the one hates sin — ^the other likes it; 
the former is sorry when he has done 
wrong — ^the other is only sorry when 
his sin finds him out, and he is pu- 
nished; the real Christian fights against 
evil — and the sham Christian yields to it. 
And because of these important dis- 
tinctions we declare that, whenever 
true Christianity is within a man, that 
man must thereby be distinguished 
from his unchristian neighbours. A 
true Christian has certain ideas of God 
which Jesus Christ has given him, and 
his notions upon all subjects are being 
purified, expanded, and confirmed by 
the teaching of Christ. A true Chris- 
tian has faith in God's word, so that, 
with respect to all that God has said 
the Christian feels, "It is true." Now, 

if I really believe that God sent His 
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Son into the world to save the world, 
I shall not despair of my own salvation 
— I shall not be cold-hearted toward 
God and Christ : — on the contrary, I 
shall hope in God's mercy — I shall love 
God because He first loved mfe — the 
love of Christ will also constrain me — 
and my character, conduct, and life, 
will accord with this state of heart. A 
Christian is certainly to be distinguish- 
ed from those who are not Christians. 
2. Unless a youth has been sancti- 
fied from earliest life, there will also be 
manifest a difference between what he 
icas and what he isy and what, apart 
from Christianity, he certainly would 
now be. The detection of this differ- 
ence is not, however, in all cases equally 
easy; it being dependent on the charac- 
ter of the youth before conversion, and 
on the means by which he was led to 
Christ. In very amiable and moral 
young persons, the change from unbe- 
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lief to fiEuth in Christ is not so manifest 
as in evil-humoured and vicious persons. 
In the vicious and bad4iumoured youths 
there is more to blot out than in the 
kind-hearted and virtuous young per- 
son. Youths blessed with pious pa- 
rents, and with early attendance on a 
Christian ministry, often have their 
hearts quietly opened to attend to divine 
truth, and know not when or by what 
particular means. Young persons with 
no such advantages, often come suddenli/ 
upon Christian truth, and can &2ij when 

and where, and by what means the spi- 
ritual darkness in which they dwelt was 
first disturbed. Thedetectionofachange 
in converted youth is not, in all cases, 
equally easy, but a change must be visi- 
ble. Those who are able, by their know- 
ledge of the history of a youthful Chris- 
tian, to contrast periods in his life, must 
see that " old things have passed away, 
and that all things have become new.'' 
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3. But what is there in a youthful 
Christian to distinguish him from other 
Christians? True religion and real 
piety must, in many respects^ be the 
same^ whether found in the young or 
possessed by the old. Water, whether 
drawn from a fountain in the toy-cup 
of the child, or taken in the heavy 
bucket of the herdsman, is water still. 
And whether we see it in an earthen 
cup, or in a vessel of gold — in the pitcher 
of a peasant, or in the reservoir of a 
palace— as a drop on a flower-leaf, or as 
an ocean in its vasty depths, we recog- 
nize it as water still. Take an illus- 
tration from human nature. That na- 
ture is manifestly the same in the infant 
and in the child — ^in the youth and in 
the man. There is no danger of con- 
founding it with any otiier creature in 
any of the other kingdoms of God's 
creation. But as in infant and child, 
youth and man, there are certain dis- 
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tinctive features, so there are character- 
istics in the youthful Christian, not 
common to all Christians. 

The figure with which our readers 
are all most familiar as exhibiting the 
nature of youthful piety, is that of 

" A flower when offered in the bud." 

There is not only the pleasantness 
of poetry in this metaphor, there is also 
the beauty of truthfulness. A rose 
bud is not only beautiful in itself, but 
it has promise of a fuller development 
of beauty. As a bud it has bloom and 
form, and fragrance; but what are 
these NOW, compared with the colour, 
and shape, and scent, which will belong 
to the full-blown flower? Does not 
this natural object describe youthful 
Christianity ? When real religion pos- 
sesses the spirit of a young person, 
there is the prospect of added years 
witnessing an increase of strength in 
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every Christian virtue and in all godly 
conduct. But when a person, after he 
becomes a Christian, has passed the 
meridian of his days, he is then a par- 
taker of the blessedness of godliness 
without having before him mpch oppor- 
tunity of adorning the gospel, and of 
acknowledging his obligations to divine 
mercy by earnest devotion of life. And 
therefore, our good poet has said : — 

** A flower when offered in the bud, 

Is NO VAIN SACRIFICE.** 

If SkfuU'blown flower is presented to 
us we admire its beauty and perfection, 
but we know that every moment will 
hasten its decline — that every beauty 
and charm upon it are fleeting — and 
that we must soon see it fall and fade 
from our hands. A full-blown rose is 
a viun— a fleeting— fading offering;— 
but a flower when offered in the bud, 
instead of bringing with it tokens of 
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decay, brings promise of new beauties 
and of fresh charms. This leads us to 
the first characteristic of youthful 
Christianity;— which we name- 
ly Promise of growing goodness and 
usefulness. Paul, when aged, said — 
*^I have fought a good fight — I have 
finished my course — I have kept the 
faith.'' ^ But, (rf Paul, the young man, 
it was said, — "He is a chosen vessel 
unto me, to bear my name before the 
gentiles, and kings, and the children of 
Israel."^ As we read the conversion 
of the Philippian jailor, our minds do 
not predict for him any event equal in 
interest with the one fact of his conver- 
sion ; — ^but when we read 6£ Timothy's 
discipleship to Christ, our thoughts run 
into the future, and we look for *^ light 
shining brighter and brighter." And 
are we not justified in this expectation? 
Again, let us see what youthful Chris-*- 

1 2 Timothy iv. V. » Acta Ix. 1*. 
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tianitj really is. It is a spiritual life 
begun before the events which chiefly 
call out the Christian character have 
occurred. Is tiiere not, therefore, in 
the early presence of that life, promise^ 
that, as circumstances occur to call out 
the character, it will preserve its own 
peculiar qualities, ..and yet appear in 
new lights and with fresh moral beauty? 
The Christian child gives promise of a 
Christian parent. The Christian ap" 
prentice and servant give promise of the 
Christian master and mistress. The 
Christian t/outh filling his small sphere 
with glory to God — performing his 
small duty by God's word as by a rule 
— ^bearing his early cares with Cortitude 
and enduring his early sorrows with 
patience, — gives promise of the Chris- 
tian man occupying a larger sphere — 
performing higher duties-r-bearing hea* 
vier cares with yet more honour to his 
profession, and more glory to God. 

41 



YOUTHFUL CHRISTIANITY. 

2. A large amount of freshness and 
reality, both within and without the 
youthful Christian, is another charac- 
teristic. In this case, when the affec- 
tions are strongest, supreme love is 
yielded to God. When the path of 
life is unknown by experience, the 
future (its joys and sorrows, its cares 
and pleasures, its duties and trials) is 
committed to the divine will. When 
temptations to fickleness are strongest, 
God is chosen as the end of life. When 
self-will strives most for the mastery, 
the whole nature is yielded as an obe- 
dient child to God. When foolishness 
is within the heart, and frivolity and 
vanity natural, objects of pursuit are 
selected of the most solemn and serious 
kind. When different classes of society 
are open, the Christian youth has said 
to Christians, *^I will go with you." 
When the desire to be independent and 
free from restraint is strongest, the 
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whole self is yielded to God. Herein 
are both reality and freshness — an 
amount of these attributes not found 
in cases of later conversion. The 
morning air is fresher than the air of 
noontide. The leaves just opened are 
more verdant than the foliage which 
has been out for weeks. And the 
Christianity of a youth is peculiarly 
fresh and real. Hypocrites are gene- 
rally found among persons who have 
reached maturity. What young per- 
sons take up they generally adopt with 
zest and in all sincerity. 

3. The manifestation of Christian 
principle in the home of a parent, or in 
the dwelling of an employer, is another 
peculiar feature of youthful Christian- 
ity. The apostle, in writing to Timothy, 
says: — *'If any widow have children 
or nephews, let them learn first to 
shew piety at home, and to requite 
their parents, for this is good and 
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acceptable to Qod."^ This showing 
piety at home is inseparaJble from a 
youthful Christian while at home. 
That youth is at least a self*deceiver — 
he may be a hypocrite and a liar, — 
who telk me he obeys God while he 
disobeys the lawful commands of his 
parents. That youth is either seriously 
mistaken^ or basely deceptive; who pro- 
fesses love to Christ, while he has no love 
to a kind mother, — who says he loves 
Gt)d, while he has no reverence for an 
excellent father, — ^who professes great 
regard for Christians, while he has no 
affection for brothers and sisters worthy 
of all fraternal love, — who is anxious to 
serve in religious institutions and socie-* 
ties, but is reluctant to perform any 
filial duty and fraterndi office at home. 
Great stress do we lay on all this; 
because we are quite sure that those 



» 1 Timothy r. 4. 
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who have no piety at home^ have no 
piety elsewhere — ^have no piety at all. 
That religion which young persons 
take up only when from home, is no- 
thing worthy religion's name. 

It must be quite clear that a Chris- 
tian youth has the opportunity of exer* 
cising and manifesting his Christianity 
in circumstances and relations which^ 
in subsequent years^ cease to exist. 
Parents die^ and the paternal home is 
left, and the opportunity for showing 
piety at home ceases to exist. So that the 
Christianity of a youth has, on account 
of the circumstances of youth, a develop- 
ment peculiar to himself. The develop- 
ment is, we repeat, chiefly at home — 
and consists in obedience to parents, 
perfected by subjection to God — ^in love 
to parents increased by love to God — 
in forbearance, and patience, and kind- 
ness to brothers and sisters, all strength- 
ened by regard to the example of 
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Christ and to the will of God — in the 
quiet and sheltered duties of the domes- 
tic sphere performed as under the eye 
of the omniscient God. Herein is pre- 
paration for acting the Christian in 
society beyond the home ; and this leads 
us to notice another character of youth- 
ful Christianity. 

4. The Christianity of youth is (un- 
less the youth be destined to die early) 
EDUCATION for future life on earth. 
A young Christian feels to be destined 
for work and service, which his pre- 
sent circumstances do not fully in- 
volve. When Jesus Christ, at twelve 
years of age, attended the passover with 
his parents; his conduct on that occasion 
showed that he felt he was intended 
for something more than his earthly 
father's house and Nazareth presented. 
Having tarried behind in conversation 
with the doctors of Jerusalem after 
the caravan for Nazareth had started, 
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and being questioned by his mother as 
to his delay he said — "Wist ye not 
that I must be about my Father's busi- 
ness?"^ Nazareth and Joseph's house 
did not present that business; but 
Jerusalem and the temple did. And 
thus the young Christian feels to have 
before him a longer race than he now 
runs— a fiercer warfare than that in 
which he is now engaged — a nobler 
work than that he now performs. 
This impression about the future often 
expresses itself in earnest desires for 
freedom, and would produce restlessness 
and neglect of present duty, but for a 
divine teaching which binds the young 
disciple to the claims of the present 
hour. Thus of Christ it is written — 
after he had said to his earthly parents, 
" Wist ye not that I must be about my 
Father's business?"^ — "He went down 
with them and came to Nazareth, and 

1 Luke ii. 49. 
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was subject tmto tketn,^^^ — And so the 
young Christian is taught to show piety at 
home^ while his eye and heart are fixed 
on exerting it abroad. Many Christian 
lads are led by the feelings we have 
been describing to contemplate the work 
of the Christian ministry. But let none 
suppose that the mere desire for the 
ministry is evidence of a call to that 
work. The desire is to be accounted 
for by the characteristic we have named, 
and often exists where there is no 
qualification for preaching the gospel. 
Another feature of a youthful Christian 
is — 

5. The repression of the follies and 
foibles of youth ; and the development, 
in greater strength and beauty, of that 
which being natural to youth, is also 
harmless. Foolishness is bound up in 
the heart of a child — but in a Christian 
youth dwells wisdom from above. Care- 

t Lake 11. 51. 
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lessnes^ and thoughtlessness are beset- 
ments of the young — but a Christian 
youth has a measure of sedateness and 
circumspection. Frivolity is natural to 
most young persons — ^but the Christian 
youth is serious. Selfishness is common 
to many young persons — ^but the Chris- 
tian youth really and ardently desires 
the good of others. Let us however 
guard against mistake. We do not 
mean to suggest that a really Christian 
youth is BO prim and trim that he can 
neither laugh nor shout — ^run nor play. 
We judge no individual, but we are 
required to judge character. And we 
say this— we are always suspicious of 
those awful looking young persons— 
whose eyes are fixed in the sockets — 
whose lips seem pinioned^-whose faces 
look more like masks than human 
countenances — and whose voices are 
always in an unnatural key. Real Chris- 
tianity does not so influence human 
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features. Hypocrisy will do it — false 
. views of religion will do it — bad educa- 
tion will do it — ^but real discipleship to 
Christ allows a youth to be quite natural 
in tone and look and mere bodily be- 
haviour, repressing only what is wrong, 
and interposing to put into proper place 
and time, what becomes evil only by be- 
ing misplaced and introduced out of sea- 
son. There is *'a time to laugh." ^ And 
a real Christian can laugh in season, as 
well as weep in season. Christianity 
does not put an old head upon young 
shoulders, but it makes the young head a 
good young head : — it does not fit that 
head for old shoulders, but it makes it 
the best possible head for the shoulders 
upon which it is placed. 

Youthful Christianity is Christianity 
working with, and showing itself 
through, all that is individual to a 
youth. 

1 EccleBiastes iii. 4. 
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CHAPTER III. 

THE EXCELLENCY A.ND ADVANTAQE OF 
YOUTHFUL CHBISTIANITY. 

It is bight to be a Christian. And 
herein is the chief excellence of Chris- 
tianity. We repeat — it is right for a 
youth to whom Jesus Christ has been 
made known, to become Christ's dis- 
ciple. Not to believe on Christ after 
we have heard and read about him, not 
to trust in Christ, not to love Him, 
not to take advantage of His mediation, 
is wrong — wrong to so awful an extent 
that Christ himself said, " He that 
believeth not shall be damned.^^ And 
Paul wrote, " If any man love not the 
Lord Jesus Christ, let him be anathema 
maranatha, accursed when the Lord shall 
comer To be a Christian is bight. 
And herein is the chief excellency of 
Christianity. If being a Christian in- 
volved no joy, no peace, no blessedness, 
if it secured no earthly advantage, this 
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one thing alone makes Christianity 
worthy of all acceptation; namely, it is 
RIGHT. To believe what Christianity 
teaches, is to believe the truth ; to love 
what Christianity commands us to love, 
is to love what deserves and demands 
affection ; to trust in what Christianity 
invites us to rely upon, is to trust in 
an object worthy of confidence; to do 
what Christianity bids us do, is to do 
what is holy and pure. And to be what 
Christianity mates its disciples, is to be 
nearest to the image of God. It is 

RIGHT TO BE A CHRISTIAN. And 'C 

be right, is to be in harmony with the 
Creator of the heavens and of the 
earth ; it is to be living and working 
together with God. In this we have 
said consists the chief excellence of 
personal Christianity. And if mankind 
were not in a very degraded state ; this 
would be enough to attract them tc 
Christianity — the telling of them — i\ 
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is right But our fallen nature needs 
other attractions, and God's book sup- 
plies them. Thus it is said, ^^ Godliness 
is profitable for all things, having pro- 
mise of the life that now is and of that 
which is to come."^ 

1. There are present advantages in 
personal Christianity; let us look at 
them. The apostle Paul, Vriting to 
Titus, said: — "The grace of God 
which bringeth salvation, hath ap- 
peared to all men, teaching us, that de- 
nying ungodliness and worldly lusts, 
we should live soberly, righteously, and 
godly in this present evil world." ^ — 
There are advantages in the conduct 
which Christ teaches his disciples. 
Temperance is a part of Christianity. 
No drunkard can enter the kingdom 
of God. If a drunkard become a 
Christian, he is made sober, and those 
Christians who have never been drunk- 

» 1 TImotliy ir. 8. « Titna iL 11, 12. 
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ards, are by their Christianity kept 
sober. Now temperance is advanta- 
geous. It preserves health and life^ 
sustains character^ contributes to a 
man's fitness for his calling, promotes, 
in many ways, his well-being, and is safe 
distance from all those terrible evils, 
both of body and spirit, into which 
drunkennesB plunges its victim. Ho- 
nesty is part of Christianity; and the 
proverb is not more common than true, 
** Honesty is the best policy." If a 
man would prosper, integrity and up- 
rightness is the wisest course. Those 
who adopt dishonest principles, and 
pursue the courses which such prin- 
ciples mark out, are sure to fall into 
some adversity. * Chastity and purity 
are parts of Christianity. The bear- 
ing of this on personal happiness is so 
great, that if we exclude licentious 
actions^ and merely confine our remaks 
to filthy talking; and then contrast 
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two persons, — ^the one addicted to the 
US3 of impure words, and the other, 
pure in his conversation ; we may say 
of the former, he stands on quick- 
sand which may at any moment en- 
gulph him, while the feet of the latter 
are fixed firmly on a rock. Truthfulness 
is part of Christianity, and what more 
secures respect and confidence, than be- 
ing known as a man of one's word? 

•* A liar we can never trust 

Though he should speak the thmg that's true.** 

Diligence is part of Christianity^ and 
of diligence it is said, ^^ Seest thou a 
man diligent in his business, he shall 
stand before kings." ^ " The soul of 
the diligent shall be made fiit."* See- 
ing then that there are advantages 
arising from diligence, truth, honesty, 
temperance, and chastity, and that 
Christianity teaches all these things, we 
see that personal Christianity is for the 

1 ProTerbs xziL 29. i * Proyerbs xiiL 4. 
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advarUage of a youth. But Chrlstianitj 
is not merely a system of conduct. It 
is also a system of truths and of spiri- 
tual afTectiond^ and benefits are de- 
rivable thence. There are adyantages 
in having the mind occupied with these 
truths, and in having the heart engaged 
by these objects of affection, There is 
benefit from believing in the one true 
God — benefit from faith in his pro- 
vidence, in his attributes, in his works, 
and in that special work, the redemp- 
tion of the world by his Son. What 
an effect this faith has on temperance, 
honesty, and such like I A man is much 
more likely to be sober and just, who 
believes that there is a God to whom 
he is accountable, than the man who 
says there is no God. This is proved 
by FACTS. For while some persons 
are vicious who profess to believe in 
God, and some few are virtuous who 
are atheists, a far, very far greater 
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number of atheists are profligate than 
moral; and the most eminent infidels 
have ever been the greatest profligates, 
while the very large majority of real 
believers in God are free from vice, 
and the greater the faith the wider the 
distance from eviL 

But the effect — on the whole spirit — 
of the truth which Christ teaches, is in 
every respect good. These things not 
only occupy the thoughts, but give 
peace and quiet to the heart, and are to 
the whole spirit as bread and water 
and food in general to the appetite and 
wants of the body. But the half is not 
yet told. The sins of the Christian are 
all forgiven; and ^^ blessed is the man 
whose iniquities are forgiven, whose 
sin is covered."^ A Christian is an 
adopted child of Grod. And " behold, 
what manner of lace the Father hath 
bestowed on us, that we should bo 

> Psalm xxxii. 
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called the sons of God."i « I ^^111 be a 
Father unto you, saith the Lord God 
Almighty /'2 A Christian is a temple 
of the Holy Ghost, and the Spirit of 
God writes God's laws on the mind 
and on the heart ; " he bears witness 
with our spirit that we are children of 
God;"* he *^helpeth our infirmities;"* 
and '*by him we are sealed unto the 
day of redemption."^ A Christian has 
the privilege of making known every 
request unto God, and of casting his 
care on God, in the belief that God 
cares for him; and as the result of 
this intercourse with God, ** the peace 
of God which passeth understanding, 
keeps his heart and mind."^ A Chris- 
tian is heir to an inheritance in 
heaven, and he knows it. "Blessed 
be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, which, according to his 
abundant mercy, hath begotten us again 



» IJohnlii.l. • 2 Cor. Ti. 18. 
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unto a lively hope by the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead^ to an 
inheritance incorruptible and unde- 
filed^ and that fadeth not away, re- 
served in heaven for you."^ More- 
over, a Christian goes about doing 
good ; so that instead of making others 
miserable and sinful, he ministers to 
their joy and to their welfare. It is 
a blessed thing to be a Christian ; blessed, 
because it is right; and blessed, because 
it secures so many personal and relative 
advantages. Yes, relative advan- 
tages too! Christianity makes a child, 
a better son or daughter ; makes bro- 
thers and sisters, better brothers and 
sisters ; makes a servant, a better ser- 
vant; makes a master, a better master; 
makes a friend, a firmer, faster friend. 
Sham Christians are not better for their 
shamming; but a real Christian must be 
a blessing to others, by the very religion 
which is of so much benefit to himsel£ 
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CHAPTER IV. 



WOBDS OF COUNSEL TO THE BEA.DEB. 

Be ADEB5 WHAT ART THOU ? Chris- 
tian or no Christian ! What does thy 
heart respond — "Christian?^ Accept our 
hearty congratulations and sincere 
wishes for thy good. " The Lord bless 
thee and keep thee^ the Lord make his 
face to shine upon thee and be gracious 
unto thee^ the Lord lift up his counte- 
nance upon thee and give thee peace." 
God has blest thee^ young Christian 
friend —he does bless thee — he tmll bless 
thee. ^* Being confident of this very 
thing, that He who has begun the good 
work in you will perform it in the day 
of Christ"* Growth and progress we 
urge upon you. Pray for growth — 
strive after progress. Advance in knoiv- 
ledge. To this end, search the scrip- 
tures; read other books as you have 
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opportunity ; meditate — observe — ^lis- 
ten — inquire. Advance in the acquire^ 
ment of Christian graces, *' Giving all 
diligence, add to your faith virtue; 
and to virtue knowledge; and to 
knowledge temperance ; and to temper- 
ance patience ; and to patience godli- 
ness ; and to godliness brotherly kind- 
ness ; and to brotherly kindness charity. 
For if these things be in you and 
abound, they make you that ye shall 
neither be barren nor unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
But he that lacketh these things is 
blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath 
forgotten that he was purged from his 
old sins. Wherefore the rather, bre- 
thren, give diligence to make your 
calling and election sure: for if ye 
do these things, ye shall never fall: 
for so an entrance shall be ministered 
unto you abundantly into the ever- 
lasting kingdom of our Lord and 
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Saviour Jesus Christ.'*^ To this end 
embrace every opportunity of put- 
ting forth your Christian principle, and 
of exerting your Christian graces. Ad- 
vance in conquering your besetting sins 
and in overcoming the world. To this 
end cherish all the suggestions of the 
Holy Ghost; let the word of Christ 
dwell richly within you ; study the life 
and example of the Saviour, and think 
often of the world to come. Advance 
in doing good to others. As talents are 
given you, use them ; and as opportuni- 
ties appear, embrace them. Strive 
AFTER PROGRESS. It will be a fight ; 
but it is a GOOD fight. It is a race — 
but think of an incorruptible crown. 
Pray for growth in every Christian 
virtue. If Christian principle be now 
within you as in the blade, rest not 
satisfied, except as the blade is spring- 
ing upward to corn full in the ear. 

1 2 Peter i. 5—11. i \ 
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Unless there be growth and progress 
you will have reason to suspect your 
state. Personal Christianity is indivi- 
dual Christian life. And in order to 
have the satisfaction of knowing that 
you are passed from death into life, you 
must be in a state of pr(^ess toward 
the stature of a man in Christ Jesus. 
Thy body hath growth and progress ! 
Oh, secure both to the soul. Again 
we say — Pray to growy strive for pro- 
gress. 

Does the reader long to he a Chris- 
tian ? It is well that this longing is 
within thy heart — but far better would 
it be to have the thing you long for. 
Why is not the reader a Christian? 
Does he not believe in Christ ? if not, 
why not? Has he not committed his 
soul to Christ? if not, why not ? There 
is blame here ; and with whom does it 
lie but with the reader ? We commit 
to you the question concerning your- 
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self: "Why am I not a Christian?" 
But perhaps the reader has said in 
response to our inquiry, "I am not a 
Christian." On you too, reader, the 
question is pressed, *^ why not a Chris- 
tian?^ Have you not heard of Christ? 
We conclude that parents, friends, 
Sunday-school teachers, and ministers 
have told you of Christ. And what 
can justify the calmness with which we 
suppose you to reply — "No, I am not 
a Christian?" Perhaps you have been 
injured by infidel cavillings at the scrip- 
tures? — but remember — objections to 
statements do not prove them untrue. 
Have you sought for answers to these 
objections, and tried to hear what may be 
said on the other side? Perhaps you 
have been tript up by the stumbling- 
block of the mysteries that are in the 
bible ? — ^But can you refuse to believe in 
all mysteries? Your life is a mystery — 
mystery on every hand surrounds you. 
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You are, It may be, entrapped by the 
bait of sinful pleasures ? — But do you 
know that ^^he who breaks a hedge a 
serpent shall bite him?" Have you 
stumbled at the stumbling-stone of the 
inconsistencies of professing Christians? 
— But are you not aware that the very 
existence of true coin creates counter- 
feits — and that bad coin does not 
lessen the value of the true cur- 
rency ? And does it not occur to you 
that as children while at school cannot 
be expected to know except as they are 
taught; that so while Christians are 
being trained in righteousness and true 
holiness, we should not be surprised 
at imperfections and faults. If these 
faults are hated and striven against, 
these very faults show the value and 
power of Christianity. Let but the 
faults of professing Christians, and the 
evils which thence arise, be contrasted 
with the vices of those who are under 
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no restraint from religion^ and what a 
fearful contrast is supplied. A case 
came under the writer's observation 
which will illustrate these remarks. 
There died in a workhouse a few 
months since, a man at the age of thirty- 
six. The cause of his death was diseased 
ribs, occasioned by blows received in his 
horrible calling as a prize-fighter. He 
was not taken to the workhouse until 
two or three days before his death, and 
during his brief illness he confessed that 
seven years of his short life had been 
spent in various prisons, to which he had 
been committed for different crimes. He 
also acknowledged that but a day or 
two before his admittance to the work- 
house he had fought with his wife in 
the open lane where their lodging was 
situated. By all the confessions and 
expressions which fell from this wretched 
man's lips, the words of God were 
illuminated — "The way of transgressors 
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is hard;^^ *^ There is no peace unto the 
wicked." That real Christianity pre- 
serves a man from such evils is proved 
not by words merely, but by facts. 
Multitudes of individuals would live and 
die as this wretched man, but for the 
restraining, purifying, and sanctifying 
influences of Christianity. And no- 
thing but Christ can be relied on for 
sure preservation from the evils of vice. 
Some men, not Christians, do avoid 
immorality, but there is no provision for 
their safety ^ while around real Christians 
is thrown the protecting arm of the 
Almighty God. And if such are per- 
mitted to fall, they are not utterly cast 
down. God lifts them up again, and 
teaches them (as he taught David) to 
hate evil more on account of the very 
mischief into which particular trans- 
gressions have plunged them. But of 
this more in the next chapter. Youthful 
reader I If you would be trult/ blessed 
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ends and in the selection of the best 
means for attaining such ends. For in- 
stance — if a lad were offered two situ- 
ations ; one in which he might learn a 
good profession^ and another in which 
he would be a mere errand boy ; — ^if he 
chose the lackey's place we should call 
hioifoolishy and if he accepted the other 
situation we should pronounce him wise, 
And if a youth wishing to get forward 
in the world were to neglect opportuni- 
ties of improvement in his caUing, we 
should say of him he is foolish — while 
if he improved every opportunity of 
making progress in his occupation, we 
should consider him entitled, so far as 
that matter is concerned, to be called 
wise. And thus we invariably consider 
that man to be wise, who selects the 
best objects ; and pursues them by those 
means which are most likely to prove 
successful. 

Every human being desires his owa 
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welfare, and acts so as to promote what 
he regards as his own welfare. But 
men often err In their judgment as to 
what happiness is, and as to how it is 
to be obtained. The pursuit of liap- 
piness and blessedness is not wrong, 
provided we do not put them in an im- 
proper place and pursue them by evil 
means. To put what is pleasant before 
what is right, and to follow after what 
is pleasant by the transgression of 
God's law, is to place happiness where 
it ought not to be, and to try to get it 
by bad means. Now it so happens that 
those people who thus misplace pleasure 
and who try to get it by bad means — 
invariably faU of getting what they are 
endeavouring to acquire. And there- 
fore we call that man foolish who tries 
to be happy by vice and crime and 
irreligion. Surely no being can be so 
able to make us happy as God I And 

who can be so disposed to promote our 

73 



YOUTHFUL CHRISTIANITT. 




pleasure as God ; for He gave us capa 
cities of happiness^ and He has sur 
rounded us with all the objects tha 
minister to our joy. But when is Go( 
likely to make us happy — when we ac 
contrary to His will, or when we liv 
under the influence of His fear an< 
love? A few moments' reflection wil 
convince the reader that real happines 
and religion are inseparably joined. Th< 
writer does not mean to say that Chris 
tians never suffer in this world. Oi 
the contrary, he knows that sickness 
and poverty, and bereavement, and im 
prisonment, and persecution, and man] 
other kinds of aflliction, with seven 
mental suffering, have been and stil 
are, endured by Christians. Neithei 
does the writer deny that irreligioui 
people have pleasure. But what h( 
says is this ; — that the Christain has { 
kind of enjoyment to which those whc 
are not Christians are strangers — ^thai 
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a Christian is comforted in all his 
tribulation — that all the sufferings 
which he endures, work for his real 
good — ^that he escapes many sorrows 
which the ungodly feel — and that after 
death and throughout eternity there 
will not be one emotion of sadness rise 
up within his heart. The ungodly, on 
the other hand, have not the peculiar 
joys of the Christian — ^they have sor- 
rows which the Christian escapes — ^and 
if they die in their sins, the future 
presents only the prospect of everlasting 
torment. So that every man who un- 
derstands the matter, must admit that 
a Christian has a far better kind of 
happiness and an infinitely longer sea- 
son of happiness than he who is not a 
Christian. And therefore he who be- 
comes a Christian is wise. To this we 
proceed to furnish testimony. 

There are certain vices and crimes 
which lead to present punishment. 
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This punishment of course destroys 
happiness. And if we can show, that 
persons without religion fall into these 
mischiefs; and that real religion pre- 
serves from them, we shall support our 
declaration ; — ^that to become a Chris- 
tian is wise. 

The evidence we bring forward on 
this point, is kindly furnished us by a 
gentleman who addressed letters to the 
governors of a hundred prisons in 
England, Scotland and Wales — re- 
questing to know how many prisoners 
they had at the present time under 
their charge, and how many of them 
had been Sunday school pupils. The 
following figures furnish the result of 
these inquiries : — 

No. who 

No. of have been 

Prisoners, tanght in 

Prisons. Sabbath 

Schools. 

Bath 88 47 

Banff 9 6 

Beaumaris ]8 14 
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PiisonB. PiiBoners. Seholars. 

Bedford County Priaon 100 68 

Reading 184 106 

Brecon Gaol 21 U 

Bucks County Prison, Aylesbury ... 114 83 

County Gaol, Cambridge 99 67 

Cardigan 28 23 

Carmarthen Graol 32 21 

Carnarvon Gaol 24 22 

Cornwall County Prison 121 63 

Derby County Gaol 210 127 

Derby Female Prison 28 22 

Devon County Gaol and Bridewell, 

Exeter 257 140 

Dorset County Gaol 1067 723 

Durham County Prison 220 95 

Chelmsford (Springfield) (Males) ... 203 119 

ditto ditto (Females) ... 12 8 

Flintshire Gaol 27 19 

Hereford 88 50 

Huntingdon County Prison 70 46 

Maidstone County Prison 475 191 

Preston House of Correction 266 181 

New Bailey House of Correction, 

Salford 63 68 

Middlesex House of Detention 90 50 

Monmouth County Gaol 63 45 

Montgomery Gaol 32 20 

Oxford Castle 172 98 

Haverfordwest County Gaol 37 19 

Salop County Prison 130 12 
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PiiMU. Pdnnen. i 

Bnty St. Edmund's Counlj G«ol ... 97 

Ipswich County Gaol 120 

Hotacmonger-lano Coimty Gaol. — . 167 

Brixton Housa of Correction .... 383 

Jvendnl,. 18 

KingstQn-upuQ-HuU M* 

Cupar Pri«on 68 

Glnagow PriBons 749 



Dundee 303 

DolgeUy 6 

InToma. SB 

Edinbuigh £63 

Portland Priwn 82G 

Norwich 30 

Hamilton « 

Stafford 408 

Wakefield (Males) 3*0 

ditto (Female«) 60 

York Castle 70 

Siransea 33 

MiUbank i62 

Tienfrewshire County Prison 183 

Plymoutb 43 

Coventry 83 

Partb 432 



Total 9960 6261 
7B 
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From these statistics it will appear 
that out of 9^960 prisoners 6^261 had 
been in sabbath schools. These re- 
turns do not inform us how long the 
prisoners had been in the schools, 
neither can we gather what kind of 
education was supplied in the schools 
the prisoners attended. All we are 
told is — that out of 9,960 prisoners 
6,261 had been pupils. What a solemn 
warning is this to the readers of this 
little book, who are supposed to be 
chiefly, Sunday school scholars! Let 
not the reader say, " Is thy servant a dog 
that he should do this thing ? " " Let 
him that thinketh he standeth, take heed 
lest he fall." But we must proceed with 
other statistics. The authorities of 
various asylums for degraded women 
were also addressed by the gentleman 
who obtained the above returns, and 
the following is a rSsum^ of the replies. 
The question was — " How many of the 
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mates in 16 asylums. Of these 431 — 
311 have been Sunday scholars, and 13 
teachers. Let the reader mark the 
difference between those who have been 
teachers and those who have been 
scholars. But 13 have been teachers 
while 311 have been scholars. Although 
all teachers in Sunday Schools are not 
religious, yet it may be hoped that the 
majority are. And here we see a very 
small number of teachers falling into 
vice; this proving what we are wish- 
ing to propound ; that real religion re- 
strains from vice. 

Now what shall we say to these 
figures as a whole? We say this — 
that here we see Christ's parable of the 
sower illustrated. Jesus Christ there 
tells us, that some seed fell on the 
way-side; some on stony places; some 
among thorns; and other on good 
ground.^ So that to one place on which 

1 Matthew xlil. 
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the seed brought forth fruit, there were 
three spots upon which it was cast in 
vain. These 6,261 prisoners, and these 
311 depraved women, represent the 
way-side and stony places. And we 
learn: — That iiaihing short of real rer 
Ugim can restrain from vice and crime, 
and from all the terrible consequences 
which crime brings. We say nothing 
short of real religion, because those 
things which are very near religion fail 
of this influence. The pupils of sabbath 
schools may be said to come near to re- 
ligion. They read religious books ; they 
learn the words of religious truth ; they 
attend religious exercises; they are 
taught by religious persons ; they must 
have some religious ideas. But al- 
though they have all these advantages 
belonging to religion, if they are not 
really religious they have no check sufp 
ficiently strong to keep them from vice 
and from the terrible results which vice 
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prodaces. We know that real Chris- 
tians have been known to commit 
crimes for which they have been 
punished by the laws of the country : — 
but how very seldom does this occur ; 
and when it has occurred, such persons 
will tell you that instead of listening to 
what religion taught them they were 
foolish enough to listen to that which 
is quite opposed to religion. The dis- 
ciple of Christ has stored up in his 
mind — precepts and prohibitions — 
warnings and threatenings — promises 
and encouragements — all of which are 
intended to keep him from sin. He has 
motives in favour of what is right and 
against what is wrong. He has the 
Holy Spirit of God in his heart, to 
dispose him to holiness and to turn him 
from evil. And the providence of God 
is specially over him to hold him up, 
to keep him from being tempted above 

what he is able to bear, and to make a 
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way for his escape. If he fall into 
vice, it is because he neglects all that 
religion teaches him, and because he 
resists all the holy influence which God 
throws upon his soul. And God in 
ever allowing a Christian so to fall 
(which is very seldom) does it, as we 
have elsewhere said, to teach him how 
bitter a thing sin is ; and to lead him 
really to value the teachings of religion 
and the ministry of the Holy Spirit. 

Vice and happiness, crime and bless- 
edness, never can exist together. Some 
crimes are followed by diseases of so 
awful a character that we could not 
even mention them in this book. And 
other crimes produce consequences that 
are terrible even to contemplate. Think 
of the results which one act of disho- 
nesty will often bring. On this subject 
we put before our reader the following 
article from the « Christian's Penny 

Magazine." 
u 
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** Rarely does a newspaper come into 
our hands^ but the eye lights upon some 
instance of fraud, purloining, or pecu- 
lation, with the shame attendant upon 
detection, and the penalty that always 
follows4 We have had a wish, for 
some time, to talk with our young 
readers upon this subject ; and now an 
opportunity occurs of doing it very im- 
pressively. They have all heard of 
that dreadful place in London, called 
Newgate ! — the dwelling-place of crime 
— the theatre of death — an awful place 
— Newgate I The minister appointed 
to attend the prisoners, called the * Or- 
dinary,' has had much experience among 
prisoners, and his heart has a thousand 
times bled for the scenes of distress 
which crime has brought before him. 
There is one class, in particular, with 
whose case he is but too familiar — that 
is, letter-carriers at the Post-ofl5ce — a 
numerous body in town, with branches 
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in every part of the country. This is 
a class of persons, therefore, whose 
temptations are many and strong, and 
who are almost always discovered and 
brought to punishment The worthy 
chaplain has written a special letter for 
the benefit of this class of persons, to 
which we have great pleasure in giving 
the currency of our columns : — 

TO THE LETTER-CARRIERS OF LONDON. 

"Mt worthy Friends, — A day 
seldom passes that I am not indebted 
to your services. To the public your 
labours are highly useful. Letters of 
the utmost importance are entrusted to 
you for delivery. All of you have 
respectable friends. Some member of 
parliament, or the long and faithful 
services of your relatives, recommend 
you to the authorities. You are, in 
most cases, persons of good character, 
and superior to many among working 
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men. Your employment keeps you 
healthy^ and introduces you to persons 
of station and respectability. You have 
an opportunity of well employing the 
sabbath-day, a privilege debarred from 
many other persons — -as policemen^ 
guards on rsulways, and canal-boatmen. 
I regret to say you are not very well 
paid, considering the responsibility of 
your office. Occasionally, when poor, 
(generally made so by some secret vice) 
you are exposed to great temptations 
to steal letters containing money. 
When any of you are convicted, you 
are always transported, because of the 
great breach of trust you commit, and 
the Injury done to the public service. 
More of you than usual have been 
brought to trial for such offences during 
the last few months; and sooner or 
later every dishonest postman is almost 
sure to be detected, by the skilful traps 
very properly laid to test your honesty. 
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These trap-letters or test-letters cannot 
injure you if you are upright, but ra- 
ther confirm the good character you 
received when admitted into the ser- 
vice. 

" My present object is to bring under 
your notice a subject, that I see very 
frequently, and you seldom hear of. 
When you are secretly purloining a 
letter, the golden hope of gain dazzles 
your guilty mind. The terrible nature 
of a sentence of transportation is not 
thought of. Its degradation, its shut- 
ting you out from society, separating 
you from your wife, children, father, 
mother^ (poor old broken-hearted wo- 
man, who never leaves her guilty child,) 
and mixing you up with lost, ruined, 
base, and profligate men, it may be for 
many years, if not for life. These are 
things terrible to encounter, and many 
a postman, when transported, writes a 
letter to the same effect as the rich 
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man spake in his agonies : — * Send5 Fa- 
ther Abraham^ to my brethren, lest 
they also come to this place of tor- 
ment.' I am about to append a letter, 
not from a convicted postman, but from 
a letter-carrier's* wife to her husband 
under sentence of transportation in 
Newgate. This will show you, if you 
have got any mind and moral feeling 
within you, to which I can appeal, 
what terrible destruction a postman 
makes in his little domestic circle when 
he becomes dishonest. I have seldon 
read in ancient or modern writers, such 
a touching, delicate, tender address as 
this poor wife makes to her husband, 
and unfolds the darkness of her misery. 
When you are in the sweep-stakes' 
room, given to drink, or go after disso- 
lute women, or singing-houses become 
attractive to you, just recollect these 
are the places, the persons, the tempta- 
tions, and the allurements that have 
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ruined almost every postman who hae^ 
come to Newgate. This poor wpman^^ 
letter is an exaot picture of the misery 
of a felon^s home, and will be of yours, 
if you steal as he did : — 

<' Friday n^hi, 12 o'clock. 

"*Mt deab Husband,—! have 
brought your things, as you wished me ; 
but I think it useless for you to have 
so many things. If you could return 
any of them to me I should be very 
glad, as you must know that when you 
left me I had not a shilling in the 
world but my rent, and that was 
obliged to be paid. I have been com- 
pelled to part with my things, many of 
them I had when I was a child. But 
what is done cannot be undone. Let 
God's will be done. I received your 
welcome note. I called on Tuesday, 
but was not allowed to see you, as I 
was too late, not knowing the hours. 
I have not seen nor heard of your bro- 
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thers or mj father since your trial. A 
day of trial it was to me^ altkough I 
was ignorant of the hours you were 
standing. No one knows but Grod and 
myself what my feelings were. It was 
not tears^ they would ha^e been a 
relief to me. I thought my senses 
would leave me. But, thank Almighty 
God, I have got the better of that, 
only when I look at my poor dear 
children, and see them deprived of 
every comfort, which was my study 
as well as yours towards them. But I 
hope the Lord will assist me in get- 
ting something to procure bread and 
shelter for us until it pleases the Lord 
to restore you to me. It will be a wel- 
come day, indeed; but I must endure, 
and will, without a murmur. There is 
another trouble that hangs heavy on 
my mind, that is, the birth of another 
unfortunate child; but not at present, 
if the Lord thinks proper for me to 
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bear it I believe it is intended I 

should leave here, as Mr. said I 

had better look out for a room as I was 
commg here to-day. They have been 
very kind in letting me stay, and find- 
ing us food so long, for which I am 
very thankful ; for before I came here, 
I had no food for two days together. 
I could not eat it from my children, 
but no one knew it but myself. Re- 
specting what I shall do, or where I 
shall go, God only knows. My dear 
Edward, I think I shall go to Islington 
to-morrow (Sunday), so that I shall 
have to pass those walls that make me 
tremble when I think of them. I can- 
not see anything but trouble before 
me, which the grave will end some 
day. It would not matter how soon, if 
it was not for my children. I must 
conclude, as my candle is just out, by 
wishing you health and strength to 
endure your punishment ; and I hope 
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you will keep yourself in a manner 
that will gain a good name eyen as 
you are. It is my earnest prayer that 
you will not be sent from England. I 
hope to see you on Tuesday, if nothing 
happens. 

** * I remain, dear Edward, 

*^ * Your loving but unhappy wife, 

*^ M. A .' 

" Now, after reading this picture of 
what your own home will be if you are 
dishonest, have you got the heart thus 
to torture your wife, and to beggar 
and degrade your children? If you 
are dishonest, in all human probability 
you and I shall meet in Newgate, and 
what will you say to me after this 
solemn warning ? I write tUs to keep 
you out; but if you come, remember 
with what a conscience you will come. 

^^ Criminals seldom calculate conse- 
quences. Had the postman, whose 
poor wife's letter you have just read, 
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thought, when stealing the letter con- 
taining half a sovereign, — * I shall, by 
being guilty of this crime, obtain pos- 
session for a few hours only of half a 
sovereign ; I shall not be able to spend 
it, it is marked money, and can be 
recognized anywhere. It will be de- 
tected: I shall lose my bread; I shall 
forfeit my character that I have hither- 
to preserved unblemished; I shall be 
taken into custody, sent to prison, 
tried, convicted, transported, compelled 
to work among all sorts of felons. I 
shall leave my wife without a shilling 
in the world, and my children without 
bread. I shall drag my wife to the 
Old Bailey to hear me tried. Her poor 
heart will be broken, her brain fevered, 
her mind distracted, — the grave will 
appear a resting-place. She will have 
to bear another diild in lonely sorrow, 
wretchedness, and misery, without my 
pay to support or presence to cheer 
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her. It will be out of my power to see 
her or my children. They may sink 
as the wife and children of a convict. 
They may be shunned and slighted 
because of my offence. They may 
live in wretchedness and walk in 
rags.' Suppose these thoughts, that 
pass through the guilty conscience, 
h«id passed over his mind, do you 
th.nk he would have committed the 
offcLoe? 

** Would he not have prayed to God 
for grace to struggle against poverty 
and trouble, and to be enabled to en- 
dure anything rather than thus involve 
in hopeless ruin all that was dear to 
him on earth? But it is done. The 
wife has gone two days without food, 
unknown to any but herself, that she 
might have some to feed her children 
with. She has now had to endure 
many days of anguish, and will pass 
through years of sorrow and bereave- 
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ment^ if she do not sink under her 
troubles. We may expect that Provi- 
dence, in whom she trusts, may raise 
up friends to lighten her troubles, and 
sustain and comfort her in the hour of 
sorrow. Some have already helped 
her, and more will I doubt not. But 
you, postmen, who enjoy your liberty, 
your home, your reputation, be warned 
by these and many similar examples. 
Do not walk about with a guilty con- 
science, with a blight in your mind, 
with sin and crime as a daily habit. 
Consider God, your character, your 
family, your friends, and patron. Think 
upon the debasement — the banishment, 
(all transports must now go abroad,) 
and attend to your duty to God, as 
well as the duty you owe to your em- 
ployers. Serve God well, and he 
will supply all your wants. I hope 
this may be read by you in time to 
save some of you who still are guilty 
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and to deter others. This is nil I 

desire. 

" Your faithful friend, 

"John Davis. 
''Newgate, April, 1849." 

The Editor of the Christian's Penny 
Magazine adds : — '* The worthy chap- 
lain employs the true and touching 
phrase, *The Misery of a Felon's 
Home,' as descriptive of the con- 
sequences which flow from the crime 
here pointed out. Now, we beg 
and entreat our youthful readers to 
ponder these letters, which are equally 
applicable to all classes of individuals, 
as well as letter-carriers; for in this 
great commercial country, the tempta- 
tions to purloining are immense, and 
great numbers have not sufficiently the 
fear of God to resist temptation. We, 
therefore, implore all such to ponder 
the foregoing letters, to look for that 
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strength from on high, and to cultivate 
that perpetual recognition of the divine 
presence and omniscience, which alone 
are the safeguards from this and all 
other iniquity." 

A case is now under the writer's 
observation similar in all its circum- 
stances to that detailed by the ordinary 
of Newgate. And the misery which 
the author has seen in that worse than 
widow and in those more than father- 
less children, exceeds what the letter 
just quoted describes. Be honest, 
youthful reader 1 For your own sake, 
be honest. For the sake of society, be 
honest. Because God requires it, be 
honest. And remember that real reli- 
gion will teach you integrity and up- 
rightness in all things. Be temperate, 
chaste, truthful, and pure ; and remem- 
ber that real religion will teach you 
all that is holy. And seeing from the 
facts we have mentioned how certainly 
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vice leads to misery ; — is not the reader 
prepared to believe that " The fear of 
the Lord that is wisdom^ and to depart 
from evil that is understanding?" 

Keligion promotes happiness because 
it keeps from vice and crime; but it 
also advances our blessedness in this 
respect: — when exposed to suffering 
it ministers a support which nothing 
else can supply. Nearly five years 
ago we were called to visit a young 
lady who was suddenly attacked by 
serious illness. At this day the same 
young person is on our list of sick 
persons, and her name has not been 
removed from that list at any time 
during the five years. During several 
months her jaw was locked, and she 
was fed with liquid by a tube passed 
into the mouth through a broken tooth. 
Her sufferings from this and other 
causes have been extreme. And at 
the present hour she is deprived of the 
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use of her limbs, and is, in body, the 
subject of the most complicated and 
severe sufferings. But she has been 
sustained by hope, which has verily 
proved an anchor to her soul. Joy has 
occasionally flowed like a river through 
her spirit ; and perfect peace — a peace 
that passeth understanding — has kept 
her heart and mind. And this hope, and 
joy, and peace have been given her by 
religion. But what would this young 
person have been without religion ? No 
amount of money, no number of friends, 
no earthly comforts, no recreation or 
amusements could have given hope, 
and joy, and peace in this affliction. 
These blessed states of heart have been 
produced by religion, and by religion 
alone. Now every youth is liable to 
be afflicted. Parents may die. A youth 
may be fatherless, motherless, or doubly 
an orphan. He may faU into circum- 
stances of deep and bitter destitution. 
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He may be seriously afflicted in body. 
He may have bright earthly prospects 
completely blighted. And what in 
these, and such like circumstances, can 
cheer and support him but the thoughts 
and prospects which religion suggests ; 
the peace which religion creates; 
the hope and joy which religion ex- 
cites ? It is wise to become a Christian 
for the sake of the succour it gives in 
the hour of trouble. 

It is appointed unto men once to die. 
The time at which any one of us will 
die is moreover completely hidden 
from us. The reader may live until 
eighty, but he may die before twenty. 
When he will die God only knows. 
As the time of death is so very uncer- 
tain, it is very important to be at once 
ready to die. That man is ready to 
die who — upon a sure basis — has a 
firm conviction that death will be gain 
to him, and that all the circumstances 
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of his death are appointed by Divine 
wisdom and love. Seal religion sup- 
plies this conviction. A young man to 
whom an occasional sermon^ preached 
in London a few years ago by the 
writer, was made useful, died in the 
year 1842. The following account ia 
recorded of the closing scene. We 
may preface it by saying that during 
his illness he repeatedly exclaimed, 
" Oh ! that unconverted persons could 
but know the happiness there is in 
religion.^ And referring to the time 
of his death, he said, ^^ God's time is 
best.'' 

» 

The night of his death, ^^ about half- 
past ten, he was evidently sinking, but 
he was still able gently to wave his 
hand, bidding those around him * Fare- 
well,' and adding with a smile, ^ Death I 
where is thy sting ? Grave I where is 
thy victory?' After a little time he 
spoke once more, to beg all about hin* 
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would be perfectly still : * Don't speak, 
don't speak,' he feebly uttered, * I am 
enjoying deep and blessed communion 
with God.' For above half an hour 
perfect silence was maintained, during 
which he seemed wrapt in meditation, 
a smile frequently playing about his 
face. About the end of that time his 
head gradually fell back, his eye bright^ 
ened, and, as if his ear caught the 
harmonies of the invisible world, he 
exclaimed in a calm and loud voice, ex- 
pressive of admiration, 'beautiful! 
BEAUTIFUL I' A fcw moments more, 
and then, as if the veil had been with- 
drawn which hides from mortal eye 
the radiancy of the upper world, he 
added, 'glory! glory!' And with 
these words dying on his lips, he fell 
back upon his pillow, and his purified 
and happy spirit took its flight to 
heaven." 

Is it not blessed so to die? Is it 
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not blessed to be patient, hopeful, and 
peaceful in suffering ? Is it Qot blessed 
to escape all that is hard in the way of 
transgressors? Is it not blessed to 
have an eolightened mind, a cleansed 
conscience, a purified heart, a rightly 
disposed will? Is it not blessed to 
have in the Holy Spirit a teacher and 
comforter; to have in Jesus Christ a 
friend and redeemer ; to have in Grod 
an almighty Father; to find death 
without a sting ; to have in immortality 
a happy, bright, and holy home ? Be- 
come a Christian, and, youthful reader, 
all this is yours. 

"Strive to advance," we have 
said to the youthful Christian. Is this 
wise counsel ? The youthful Christian 
reader has, we are quite sure, answered 
this question for us in the affirmative. 
He knows it is wise — that it is the 
highest wisdom to give diligence to make 
his calling and election sure. The few 
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words we here pen are but to confirm, 
by the experience of others, convictions 
already made. Matthew Henry says, 
" Such a knowledge of Christ as con- 
forms us more to him, and endears him 
more to us, must needs be of great use 
to us, to preserve us from falling off in 
times of general apostacy." Thomas 
Scott says, referring to progress in 
godliness, "We shall be prepared to 
derive benefit from the deepest and 
most mysterious truths, and to perceive 
their consistency with the rest of Divine 
revelation." Andrew Fuller writes, 
" Gracious dispositions strengthen and 
increase by exercise. The chariot in 
full motion surmounts hills of difficulty 
with much less effort than at its first 
outset. A little religion, it has been 
said, and with much propriety, will 
make a man miserable, but much will 
make him happy. It is by following 
the Lord fully, like Caleb and Joshua, 
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that we enter into the goepel rest." 
Again Mr. Fuller writes, " Every de- 
gree of holiness tends to an increase of 
spiritual knowledge, which in return 
produces more holiness. The influence 
of each upon the other is as that of 
capital and interest in trade. Capital 
is a stimulus to interest, and interest 
increases capital." *^ Holy acts tend to 
form and strengthen holy habits.'' 

These three holy men— eminent 
writers and preachers — assure us from 
their own experience that to endeavour 
to grow and to advance in the Christian 
life, is of the greatest use end benefit — 
that it promotes our happiness, our 
safety, and our strength. To this 
testimony we could add that of a num- 
ber of writers whose words declare the 
same thing. And the experience of a 
large multitude of Christians, could we 
listen to it, would all confirm the wis- 
dom of our counsels. But our space 

106 



YOUTHFUL CHBISTIAKITY. 

is already occupied. Again^ we say to 
the youthful believer, — Crrow in grace, 
— -grow in knowledge, — -grow in all that 
that is honest, and true, and holy. 

^ Not enjoyment and not sonow. 
Is our destined end or way ; 
But TO ACT that each to-morrow 
Finds us further than to-dat. 

'* Lives of great men all remind us 
We can make our lives sublime ; 
And departing, leave behind us. 
Footsteps on the sands of time. 

*' Footsteps that perhaps another, 
Sailing o'er lifers solemn main, 
A forlorn and shipwreck'd brother, 
Seeing, shall take heart again. 

** Let us then be up and doing, 
With a heart for any &te ; 
Still aohibvino, still pursuing. 
Learn to labour and to wait." * 

An old writer, defending the repe- 
tition of the same exhortation, saith, 
" He is the better workman who drives 
one nul home with reiterated blows, 
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than he which covets to enter many, 
but fastens none. Were I to buy a 
garment in a shop, I should like him 
better that lays one good piece or two 
before me that are for my turn, than 
him who takes down all his shop, and 
heaps piece upon piece, merely to show 
his store, till at last, for variety, I can 
look wishfully on none, they lie so one 
upon another." Proceeding on these 
wise suggestions, we shall conclude 
this little volume, not by presenting 
any new topic, but by an endeavour to 
attract, by yet stronger means, the at- 
tention of the reader to the subject of 
the last chapter. 

We urge on the reader the examin- 
ation of the following characters, in 
the positions of contrast subjoined. — 
Compare — 

An atheist and a Christian-* 

A deist and a Christian—- 

An immoral man and a Christian-* 
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A moral but irreligious man and a 
Christian — 

A sham Christian and a real Christian. 

Youthful reader, place these cha- 
racters before you as a study. By 
reading, observation, and inquiry, ob- 
tain information upon the opinions, 
feelings, motives, aims, conduct, posi- 
tion, and prospects of the several per- 
sons named. Define to yourself, by 
your own thinking, the entire character 
and circumstances of each. Then, having 
a distinct idea of an atheist, compare 
him with a Christian ; proceed to com- 
pare the deist — ^the hypocrite; the im- 
moral — the moral but irreligious man ; 
and endeavour to discover for your- 
self by this study, whether the fear 
of the Lord is wisdom, and whether 
the course of the irreligious is the path 
of fools. Shrink not from the exertion. 
We know that what we recommend 
requires effort, but the labour will 
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Btrengthen and otherwise improye yoar 
mind — ^you will not fail to gather in- 
formation that will greatly increase 
your store of knowledge — the efiect of 
the study on your heart will be good, 
and our hope from such a research is, 
that you will rise from the study ex- 
claiming, ^^ It is right to be a ChriS" 
Oan^ — "/(^ w wise to become a ChriS'- 
tiaru^ To stimulate and to direct your 
inquiry, we will place before you, from 
the word of God, some of the blessings 
promised by God to the various virtues 
of the Christian character, and to the 
separate acts and general course of a 
Christian's Ufe. Eead, mark, learn, 
and inwardly digest the following pro- 
mises. 

L Promises to LHligetice. — ** The soul 
of the diligent shall be made faf^ 
^^ The hand of the diligent shall bear 
rule."* « The thoughts of the diligent 

1 ProTorte zUL 4. • zii. 24. 
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tend only to plenteousness." * " Seest 
thou a man diligent in his business ? he 
shall stand before kings, he shall not 
stand before mean men."* " Be thou 
diligent to know the state of thy flocks, 
and look well to thy herds, . . . 
and thou shalt have goats-milk enough 
for thy food, and for the food of thy 
household, and for the maintenance of 
thy maidens." ' 

2. Promises to Truthfulness. " Ly- 
ing lips are abomination to the Lord, 
but they that deal truly are his de- 
light."* " Let not mercy and truth for- 
sake thee ; bind them about thy neck ; 
write them upon the table of thine 
heart; so shalt thou find favour and 
good understanding in the sight of God 
and man."* 

3. Promises to Uprightness and Ho- 
nesty, — God "is a buckler to them that 

» Proyerbs xxL 5. » xxli. 29. « xxvU. 23, 27. * iii. 3, 4. 

B ii. 7, 21. 
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walk uprightly." * ** The upright shall 
dwell in the land."« "The memory of 
the just is blessed."^ " The lips of the 
righteous feed many."* "The way of 
the Lord is strength to the upright.''* 
*' The righteousness of the upright shall 
deliver them."^ " By the blessing of 
the upright the city is exalted.''^ The 
Lord loveth him that foUoweth after 
righteousness."® " Whoso walketh up- 
rightly shall be saved.'' 9 

4. Promises to the Fear and Love of 
God, — "In the fear of the Lord is 
strong confidence, and his children shall 
have a place of refuge.'' ^^ " The fear of 
the Lord tendeth to life, and he that 
hath it shall abide satisfied, he shall 
not be visited with evil."'* " There is 
no want to them that fear Him."" 

5. Promises to Trust in God and 
Faith in His Word.—'' He that puttetl 

1 Prov. iL 7, 21. » ii. 21. » x. 7. * x. 21. » x. 29. • xi. ( 

* xl. 11 . 8 XV. 9. » xxviii. 18. »• xlv. 26. » xlx. 2 

'• Ps. xxxiT. 9. 
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his trust in the Lord shall be made 
fat. ** ^ ** Whoso putteth his trust in the 
Lord shall be safe.''* « The Lord is 
good^ a strong hold in the day of trou- 
ble, and he knoweth them that put 
their trust in Him."* ** To him that 
worketh not but believeth on Him 
who is able to justify the ungodly, his 
faith is counted for righteousness."* 
" They which be of faith are blessed 
with faithful Abraham."* '* The just 
shall live by faith."« " They that trust 
in the Lord shall be as Moimt Zion 
which cannot be removed, but abideth 
for ever."7 ^^Thou wilt keep him in 
perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on 
thee, because he trusteth in thee."^ 
c^ Blessed is the man who trusteth in 
the Lord, and whose hoperthe Lord is. 
For he shall be as a tree planted by 
the waters, and that spreadeth out her 

> Prov. xxviiL 25. » xxlx. 25. ■ Nah. 1. 7. * Rom. Iv. 5. 
» Gal. lU. 9. • Hab. 11. 4. * Ps. cxxv. 1. • Isa. xxvl. 3. 
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roots by the riyer ; and shall Dot se^ 
when heat oometh, but her leaf shall 
, be green ; and shall not be earefiul in 
the year of drooght, neither shall cease 
from yielding fruit.'' ^ 

6. Promises to right conduct m ffme^ 
ral — ^'Blessed is the man that walketh 
not in the counsel of the ungodly • • • • 
but his delight is in the law *of the 

Lord He shall be like a tree 

planted by the rivers of water, that 
bringeth forth his frxiit in his season ; 
his leaf also shall not wither, and 
whatsoever he doeth shall prosper."^ 
'^Blessed is the man that feareth the 
Lord, that delighteth greatly in his 
commandments. . . . Wealth and riches 
shall be in his house, and his righteousr 
nees endureth for ever. .... The 
righteous shall be in everlasting re- 
membrance. He shall not be afridd of 
evil tidings; his heart is fixed, trusting 

_J«r xtU. 7,8. »Pi.i.l— 8. 
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in the Lord. His heart is established, 
hs shall not be afraid."^ *^ If thou shalt 
hearken unto the voice of the Lord 
thy God, blessed shah thou be in the 
city, and blessed shalt thou be in the 
field ; blessed shaU be the fruit of thy 
body, and the fruit of thy ground, . . . 
blessed shall be thy basket, and thy 
store ; blessed shalt thou be when thou 
comest in, and blessed shalt thou be 
when thou goest out."* 

7. Special Promises to Faith in Jesus 
Christ.-r-^* And Jesus said unto him, I 
am the bread of life : he that cometh to 
me shall never hunger; and he that 
believeth in me shall never thirst."' 
*'He that believeth on me, as the Scrip- 
ture hath said, out of his belly shall 
flow riv^s of living water/'* ** I am 
the resurrection and the life; he that 
believeth in me, though he were dead, 

» Ps. cxii. 1—8. « Deut. xxviii. 2—6. « John vi. 35. 
* Til. 38. 
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yet shall he live ; and whosoever Uvesh 
and believeth in me shall never cUe.*' > 
'^ I am come a light into the world that 
whosoever believeth in me should not 
walk in darkness.** « " He that believeth 
on me^ the wc^rks that I do shall he do 
also; and greater works than these 
shall he do; because I go unto mj 
Father."' 

On the sanction of th'ese promi8es> 
we repeat the advice of the fourth 
chapter of this book. Youthful Chris- 
tian! — Move fobward — oihvabd — 

UPWARD — IN YOUR RELIGIOUS LIFE. 

And to the reader who is not a disciple 
of Christ we say— Become a Chris- 
tian 1 Does thy heart reply — ** Go thy 
way for this time; at a more eon- 
venient season I will send for thee?"* 
To such procrastination we cannot, 

I John xi. 25, 20. • xU. A9. * xIt. 12. « JLeta zziy. 25. 
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we dare not, consent. There is but 
one season we are permitted to men- 
tion, and that is fixed by God Himself, 
Hear it—" The Holy Ghost saith, TO 

> Heb. tii. 7. 
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SUNDAT'SCHOLABS. 

By GEORGE E, SARGENT. 

This book should be purchased by Teachers, and 
circulated among the Parents of their Scholars. It 
may teach thousands of Parents the wat to make 

HOME HAPPT. 



Vol. V, 

YOUTHFUL CHBISTIANITT: 

Its Nature and Excellency. 
By Rev. SAMUEL MARTIN. 

\* The Publisher has the pleasure to announce 
that, encoqraged by the gratifying reception which 
this Series of manuals has met, he has made arrange, 
ments for the publication of succeeding volumes of 
great practical utility, and no exertion shall be spared 
to render his Fellow-Teachers, of every grade, that 
assistance which their varied duties require* 

J. BADDON, PRINTER, CASTLK 8TRBRT, FINSBURY. ' 



